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August 2018 

 

National Honey Show 

 Hopefully last month’s brief article 
whetted your appetite for this year’s 
NHS.  The lecture programme is now 
available to view on the website; and 
the workshop programme will be 
available for booking from 1st Sep-
tember. 
 
As always there is much to choose 

from each day.  On the Thursday 

there are morning lectures running 

before the show opens officially at 

12 noon to offer interest while 

traders are still setting up and 

judging is taking place.   

 

This year there are three new classes to enter:  A short video clip of 45-
60 seconds duration on an interesting beekeeping topic, a single jar of 
honey from a charity supporting beekeeping activities overseas, and 
three jars of different types of honey.   
 
Don’t forget the ‘Sussex’ classes for West Sussex and Sussex BKA mem-
bers only.  Classes 241 - 252. 
 
For full details visit the Show’s website for the schedule, lecture pro-
gramme and much more:  www.honeyshow.co.uk  
 

25th - 27th October  Sandown Park Racecourse, Esher Surrey. 
 

Photograph courtesy of the NHS 

http://www.honeyshow.co.uk


As we advised you back in May your Executive Committee has been working hard to develop the Associa-

tion’s Privacy  Policy and ensuring we are fully compliant with the new General Data Protection Regula-

tion.  The Policy is reproduced here and if you have any questions about its content please speak with your 

EC representatives. 

 
What personal data does West Sussex Beekeepers’ Association collect? 
The data we routinely collect from the Divisions includes members’ names, addresses, email addresses 
and dates of birth for Junior members. The Divisions collect this data directly from our members when 
they join the Association. 
For some of our members we may have additional information such as bank details (for the Convention 
and Auction) and committee memberships done with the member’s knowledge and permission. 
 
What is this personal data used for? 
We use members’ data for the administration of your membership; the communication of information, 
and the organisation of events.  We provide your data to the British Beekeepers’ Association (BBKA) for 
their use as explained in the section below and Bee Diseases Insurance (BDI) for the administration of 
your bee diseases insurance. 
 
Who is your data shared with? 
Your membership data is passed on to the BBKA, of which you become a member when you join West 
Sussex Beekeepers’ Association and the County Divisions. Your personal data is not passed on by us to 
organisations other than the Bee Disease Insurance scheme (BDI). 
Any members included on a Group Email will be done with the member’s knowledge and permission.  Any 
group member has the right to withdraw consent at any time, use an alternative email address or be blind 
copied. 
 
Where does this data come from? 
Data for most of our members comes from them when they join West Sussex Beekeepers’ Association or 
when they update their information either directly or via their local association records. 
The information held by the BBKA may be updated by West Sussex Beekeepers’ Association if you have 
given it permission to change your record.  
 
How is your data stored? 
This information is mainly stored in digital form on computers and in the form of written documents 
stored by the responsible committee member/s.   Any information that is stored remotely is stored in the 
EU/ in compliance with the GDPR and documents will be password-protected. 
 
Who is responsible for ensuring compliance with the relevant laws and regulations? 
Under the GDPR (General Data Protection Regulation) we do not have a statutory requirement to have a 
Data Protection Officer.  The persons who are responsible for ensuring West Sussex Beekeepers’ Associa-
tion discharges its obligations under the GDPR are the Association and Divisional committee members. 
 
Who has access to your data? 
Members of the committee of West Sussex Beekeepers’ Association have access to members’ data in or-
der for them to carry out their legitimate tasks for the organisation.  
 
Continued 
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https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/guide-to-the-general-data-protection-regulation-gdpr/accountability-and-governance/data-protection-officers/
https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/guide-to-the-general-data-protection-regulation-gdpr/accountability-and-governance/data-protection-officers/


What is the legal basis for collecting this data? 
West Sussex Beekeepers’ Association collects personal data that is necessary for the purposes of its legitimate in-
terests as a membership organisation representing Honeybees and Beekeepers. 
For some data, such as that relating to financial matters, the basis for its collection and retention is to comply with 
our legal obligations.  
 
How you can check what data we have about you? 
If you want to see the basic membership data we hold about you, you should contact your membership secretary. 
You can contact us with a ‘Subject Access Request’ if you want to ask us to provide you with any other information 
we hold about you. If you are interested in any particular aspects, specifying them will help us to provide you with 
what you need quickly and efficiently.  We are required to provide this to you within one month.  There is not usu-
ally a fee for this, though we can charge a reasonable fee based on the administrative cost of providing the infor-
mation if a request is manifestly unfounded or excessive, or for requests for further copies of the same information.  
 
Does West Sussex Beekeepers’ Association collect any ‘special’ data? 
The GDPR refers to sensitive personal data as ‘special categories of personal data’.   
We do not record any such special data.  
 
How can you ask for data to be removed, limited or corrected? 
There are various ways in which you can limit how your data is used.  

• You could maintain your Association membership with your correct name but with limited contact details.  

However, we do need to have at least one method of contacting you.  You could for example simply main-

tain an up-to-date email address, but of course this would limit what we and the BBKA are able to provide 

you with in the way of written information, so you would not be able to get the BBKA News delivered in 

printed form or any other benefits that require a postal address.  

• You do not need to provide us with your date of birth unless you wish to enter age-limited events (such as 

the IMYB) or gain any concessions based on age or join as a ‘Junior’ member. 

• You may choose not to receive information emails from West Sussex Beekeepers’ Association (we do not 

send any out on behalf of other organisations). 

• Any of these options can be implemented for your Association membership by contacting your membership 

secretary. 

 
How long we keep your data for, and why? 
We normally keep members’ data after they resign or their membership lapses in case they later wish to re-join.  
Personal information collected in any form will only be retained so long as it is required: a) for the purpose for 
which it was collected; b) to be retained by law; or c) to address any issues that may arise at a later date.  When 
your personal information is no longer required for these identified purposes, we use secure procedures to destroy, 
delete or erase the personal information.  However, we will delete any former member’s contact details entirely on 
request. 
 
Other data, such as that relating to accounting or personnel matters, is kept for the legally required period. 
 
What happens if a member dies? 
We normally keep members’ information after they die.  If requested by their next-of-kin to delete it, we will do so 
on the same basis as when requested to remove data by a former member. 
 

End 
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BBKA Modules Examinations 

Page 4 

All BBKA Modules will be sat on Saturday 10th November.   

If you are interested in sitting any of these examinations this year 

please register your application with me no later than Sunday 16th 

September. 

Full details in the ‘Members’ area at: www.bbka.org.uk/learn 

 

Sue Elliott 

examsecretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

Stolen Hive! 

Members are warned that a hive with bees and a number of supers with 
honey was stolen from an apiary in Henfield between 1st and 10th July.  
 
The theft has been reported to the police.  
  

Luciano Scandian 

Des Res for Honeybees 

Not too many details I’m afraid, but there is the offer of a 
site for honeybee colonies in Arundel.   
 
The landowner has indicated that this is a 6 acres site of 
woodland.  If you are interested please contact me in the 
first instance. 
 

Graham 
secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk  

http://www.bbka.org.uk/learn
mailto:examsecretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk
mailto:secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk


Around the Divisions 
 

All Members are welcome to attend any Divisional meeting, but please advise the organiser if you 
plan to attend. 

Central Sussex Division 

Saturdays in August - Regular morning meetings at the Pease Pottage teaching apiary from 9:30 am. 

Further details from Debbie Rowland: chairman@centralsussexbka.org.uk or website: 
www.centralsussexbka.org.uk 
 

Chichester Division 

Tuesday 14th August  - Visit to Tinwood Vineyard from 7pm.  

Advance booking and payment is essential.  Further details 
from Nick Brown: secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk or 
website: www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk 
 

Wisborough Green Division 

Saturdays in August- Regular meetings at the teaching apiary from 1:50pm. 

Further details from Tess Clarke: secretary@wgbka.org.uk  or website: www.wgbka.org.uk 
 

Worthing Division 

Friday 10th August - Preparation for honey extraction from 6pm. 

Sunday 12th August - Honey extraction from 2pm. 

Saturday 18th August - Meeting at the teaching apiary from 2pm.     

Further details from Len Lewis: leonard-lewis@hotmail.co.uk or the Division’s website: 
www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk  
 
 
 
 

... and Dates for your Diary 
 
 
 

 
Friday 7th & Saturday 8th September - LASI Workshop - ‘Integrated Varroa Management’.  Laboratory of 
Apiculture & Social Insects, University of Sussex, BN1 9QG.  11:15am - 3pm. www.sussex.ac.uk/lasi/
newsandevents/events/ivmworkshop.  See article in the June newsletter. 
 

Friday 7th - Sunday 9th September - BIBBA Conference, Royal Agricultural University, Cirencester, 
Gloucestershire, GL7 6JS.  https://bibba.com/event/bibba-conference-2018/ 
 

Thursday 25th - Saturday 27th October - National Honey Show, Sandown Park Racecourse, Esher, Surrey, 
KT10 9RT.  www.honeyshow.co.uk.  See article in this newsletter. 
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‘Share your Division’s 

activities with readers of the 

County News’ 

mailto:chairman@centralsussexbka.org.uk
http://www.centralsussexbka.org.uk
mailto:secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk
http://www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk
mailto:secretary@wgbka.org.uk
http://www.wgbka.org.uk
mailto:leonard-lewis@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/lasi/newsandevents/events/ivmworkshop
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/lasi/newsandevents/events/ivmworkshop
https://bibba.com/event/bibba-conference-2018/
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/West-Sussex-Beekeepers-Association-631084173737575/
https://www.facebook.com/westsussexbeekeepers/


Melvyn’s Missive 
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Chairman,  Melvyn Essen, writes for the County News 
 

I had a busy day last week as a building cut-out was planned and despite the heat it 

went ahead, it was for a house builder so I now have a new hive for the club and ex-

penses.  The nest was full of honey and I am leaving the bees to clear it up before mov-

ing them away.  

What an extraordinary year… so far! 
At the moment Lavender is covered in 
bees with not much else left unless they 
are near Ragwort or Himalayan Balsam.   

With colonies still quite large they could start using up 
their stores so make sure you leave them enough food to 
keep them going. 
 
It’s strange, within the West Sussex Divisions there can be 
so much variation with swarming.  We in the Central Sus-
sex area; Horsham, Crawley to Haywards Heath area a lot 
of the bees tried to swarm and indeed a lot swarmed 
judging by our members’ comments and the phone calls I 
had.  Chichester Division said swarming was very low this 
season. 
 
It seems like a very good honey crop judging by the requests to 
borrow our extractors, especially the electric one! 
 
I must say the rain we have had while I am writing this is very 
welcome, perhaps it may encourage the Clover to flower again. 
 
At the recent committee meeting only six members of WSBKA 

are taking the BBKA Basic Assessment in the whole of West Sus-

sex.  I’m afraid none from Central Sussex, in our case no one has 

come forward to help organise examinations. 

 

Melvyn  

chairman@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

On one of the hottest days of the year! 

And that’s all there is to it! 

mailto:chairman@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk


We’re on the web: 
www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

Thanks to all this month’s contributors.  If you don’t have access to the internet and want further details 
of anything in this newsletter, please contact the Editor & County Secretary.  Likewise, if you would like to 

contribute to future newsletters please send articles and photographs to: 
 

Graham Elliott, Editor & County Secretary, no later than the 20th of  the preceding month. 
secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

M E M B E R S '  C O U N T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

 
 

This and previous newsletters from the last 12 months are 
available on the website. 
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...and finally 

For Sale 

Eight Paynes Southdown Bee Farms Poly Nuc Hives (empty). 
They hold 6 BS brood frames.  All in excellent condition and have been used 
once only to move bees.   £25 each. 
 

Please contact Luciano (Worthing BKA) on 07852 509172 or email.   
 

Many thanks 
 

Luciano  lucianoscandian@gmail.com 

Honey Wanted 

Have you ended up with a honey crop bigger than you expected?  If so I would love to talk to you about 
buying it from you.  I am happy to buy any quantity from a part bucket up to any amount you might have 
spare.  I will swap buckets so that you get to keep your buckets.  Cash is paid for the honey. 
Please contact Doug (Worthing BKA) on  07812 838439 or email: Douglas@southdownshoney.co.uk . 
Thanks 
 

Douglas Pearce 

South Downs Honey www.southdownshoney.co.uk 

http://www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk
mailto:secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/West-Sussex-Beekeepers-Association-631084173737575/
mailto:lucianoscandian@gmail.com
mailto:Douglas@southdownshoney.co.uk
http://www.southdownshoney.co.uk

